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Aja Ekadashi Vrat Katha in English

According to this story, there was a great king named
Harishchandra in a kingdom. Grieving the loss of his child, the king
became deeply sorrowful. His kingdom was also taken away from
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him. He left his kingdom and went far away beyond its borders with
his wife.

After this, King Harishchandra began working for a chandala
(caretaker of cremations). Here, he would collect clothes from the
deceased. Despite his hardships, the king always walked the path
of truth. Whenever he was alone, he would seek a way to free
himself from his sorrows, pondering over what he could do to
attain salvation.

The king always performed good deeds. One day, as he sat in
distress, Sage Gautama arrived there. The king greeted him and
asked him for a way to be free from his sorrows.

Seeing the king's anguish, the sage said, “You are fortunate
because in seven days, on Bhadrapada Krishna Ekadashi, the
auspicious Aja Ekadashi fast is approaching. Whoever observes
this fast with proper devotion is certainly blessed.”

After saying this, Sage Gautama departed.

Seven days later, the king observed the Aja Ekadashi fast.
Following the sage’s instructions, he worshipped Lord Vishnu with
full devotion and rituals. To please Lord Vishnu, he remained awake
the entire night, and the next morning, he broke his fast and
completed the ritual.

By the grace of Lord Vishnu, all of the king's sorrows were
eliminated. He saw that his wife once again appeared as a queen.
Due to the merit of the fast, the king also regained his lost
kingdom.
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